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every-day use or by the people as a whole, we cannot
say, for all known examples are of a more or less pic-
torial character and are associated with decorative
paintings,, carvings, sculptures., etc. Moreover, all
known Mayan inscriptions are of the so-called
hieratic type, or, in other words, they relate exclu-
sively to ceremonial, religious or astronomical matters
or to dates.
Among many races, writing was divided into two
forms: one a more or less secret or mystical system
for the use of rulers, priests and wise men when re-
cording important ceremonial or religious events, or
for the purposes of art, and known as hieratic. The
other form was for every-day use by the common
people and is known as demotic. Hence, as al]
known Mayan inscriptions are of the former type, the
written records so far deciphered throw no light
whatever upon the ordinary lives and affairs of the
populace.
The fact that Mayan remains were covered with
inscriptions has been known for centuries, ever since
the conquest in fact, and for many years archeolo-
gists and others have been studying them and striving
to translate the inscriptions. As a result, practically
all the Mayan records, sculptured or painted upon
their monuments and other remains, may be deciph-
ered with fair accuracy, although frequently there
is some doubt as to the correct reading, while in many
cases the symbols have been so obliterated or injured
by time, the elements and other causes as to render it
impossible to secure a complete interpretation of their
meanings. The first real progress in deciphering
Mayan writings was made by Diego de Landa, Sec-